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AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY BUSINESS INDICATORS, JANUARY 1995 


SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 


Series updated since the December 1994 issue are: 
population, labour force, job vacancies, industrial disputes: 
housing finance, building approvals, price index of house 
building materials, engineering construction; retait tumover: 
new motor vehicle registrations; and State accounts. 


Notable movements in this issue include: 


® Trend gross State product for the ACT increased 
by 1.1 per cent in the September quarter to 
$2,363 million; recording the second lowest rate of 
growth of all States and Territories. Growth over 
the year to September increased for the ACT by 
5.2 per cent. This was below the national rate of 
7.7 per cent. In original terms, the ACT’s pross 
State product declined by 2.4 per cent from the 
previous quarter and 0.1 per cent from the 
September quarter 1993. This compares with 
national increases of 2.5 per cent and 7.8 per cent, 
respectively, 


@ The estimated resident population of ACT at 
30 June 1994 was 300,900; an increase of 
0.2 per cent from the previous quarter. The same 
level of growth was also reported for Australia. 
Natural increase in the ACT rose from the previous 
quarter by 6.8 per cent, while net migration fell in 
the corresponding quarter. In annual terms {not 
published in Business Indicators), the ACT 
experienced its first net migration loss in 13 years 
(-504). 


® Trend unemployment rate for the ACT remained 
steady at 7.5 per cent for the last two consecutive 
months from November 1994. In contrast, the 
national trend unemployment rate fell by 
Q0.] percentage points to 9.0 per cent in December 
1994; the lowest rate since February 1994. 


® Long-term unemployment in the ACT fell from 
2,245 in October 1994 to 2,199 in November 1994: 
representing a decrease of 2.0 per cent. The 
proportron of total unemployment in the ACT, 
22.2 per cent recorded an increase of 4.4 per cent 
in November 1994, compared {o a decrease of 


0.2 per cent nationally. However, from November 
1993 the ACT reported a decrease of 4.1 per cent, 
above the national figure of |.9 per cent. 


The trend series for the value of housing 
commitments in the ACT fell hy 2.0 per cent in 
October 1994. This was less than the 3.2 per cent 
fall recorded nationally. The origmal estimates for 
the finance of construction of dwellings and 
purchase of established dwellings both fell, 34.4 
and 12.0 per cent respectively, with the purchase of 
new dwellings remaining steady. 


Trend for total dwelling units approved continued 
to rise in the ACT, showing an increase of 
1.9 per cent in November 1994. The ACT and 
Victoria are the only two State/Territories to show 
increases in the number of dwelling units approved, 
with the ACT having the highest increase during 
this period. 


The price index of house building materials for the 
ACT in October 1994 remained below that of the 
weighted average of the six capital cities, at the 
index point of 152.2 compared to 155.8. Both the 
ACT and Australia increased by 0.3 per cent from 
September 1994, 


The value of engineering construction work done 
during the September quarter 1994 increased hy 
28.0 per cent to reach $53.9 million. This 
represented the highest increase across all 
States/Territories. 


Trend estimates of total retail turnover in the ACT 
increased for the fifth consecutive month to 
$177.2 million in November 1994. The main 
contnbutors to this increase were clothing and soft 
good retailing, and household goods retailing (not 
published in Business Indicators) with both 
showing a 1.6 per cent growth from October 1994. 
Depariment stores, and hospitality and services 
declined by 0.4 per cent and L.J per cent. 
respectively, in the same period, contrary to the 
national trend. 


INQUIRIES ®for further information about statistics in this publication and the availability of related 
unpublished statistics contact Nives Marelic on Canberra (06) 207 0315 or any ABS State office. 


*for information about other ABS statistics and services please contact Information Services on 
Canberra (06} 252 6627, or 252 6007 or any ABS State office. 


* In trend terms, the number of new motor vehicles 
registered for the ACT decreased by 1.6 per cent 
from the previous period, to 883 vehicles in 
November 1994. The ACT had the highest fall 


compared to other States/Ternitories, with South 
Australia the only other State to show a decrease 
(0.5%). In the same period there was a national 
increasc of 0.9 per cent. 


Dalma Jacobs 
Statistician Australian Capital Territory 
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TABLE t. AUSTRALIAN BUSINESS EXPECTATIONS: SALES, 
DECEMBER QUARTER 1994/SEPTEMBER QUARTER 1995 
EXPECTED AGGREGATE CHANGE 


(per cent} 
Australian 
Capital 
Period Territory Anstratie 
Short-lenm 
Sept. 1993-Dee. 1993 1.1 a 
Dec. 1993 Mar. 1994 ft -— 1.4 
Mar, 1994-June 1994 1.6 19 
June 199d-Sept. 1994 1.3 1.9 
Sept. 1994—Dec. 1994 48 24 
Medium-term 
Sept. 1993-Sept. 1994 15 29 
Dec. 1993-Dec. 1994 27 cn 
Mar. 1994-Mar. 1995 3.8 49 
June 1994-June 1995 6.2 3.3 
Sept. 1994-Sept. 1995 2.3 41 


TABLE 2. AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY BUSINESS INDICATORS, JANUARY 1995 


Austrafian Capital Territory Austratia 
Change from Change from Change from Change from 
previous same period previous seme pertact 
Latest period previous year Latest period previous year 
Indicator Unit figure (%) fe} figure (%) (%) 
POPULATIGN, VITAL AND LABOUR 
POPULATION, June gtr 94 ‘O00 300.9 O27 (7 17 843.4 0.2 1.1 
Natural increase no. 876 6.8 5.8 35 358 1.2 3.2 
Net migration na. -— 135 - 340.0 - 65.8 5576 75.2 189.4 
Total increase HO, F4l ~ #152 Fil 4t) 934 - 28.8 46.7 
LABOUR FORCE, December 94p 
Original series 
Employed “O00 157.2 0.1 10 & 156.2 1.6 3.6 
Unemployed "000 12.2 23.2 17 807.6 5.7 - 14.2 
Unemployment zatefa) a 72 1.3 90 0.3 -l? 
Participation tate(a) % 73.9 1.0 - 0.2 63.9 1.1 0.2 
Long-term unemployed (Nov. 94) no. 2 199 -2.0 -21.2 281 542 0.9 - 18.6 
Long-term unemployed as percentage total 
unemployed (Nov. 94)(a) % 22.2 44 41 36.8 0.2 ~19 
Trend series 
Employed “000 155.1 1.0 1.2 8 053.8 0.2 3.5 
Unemployed ; “000 12.7 L6 1.6 799.9 10 445 
UCaemployment rate(a} : vi 75 _— _— 9.0 -Oi -il? 
Participation rate(a) Sh 732 _— -—0 63.2 _— 0.2 
JOB VACANCIES, November qit 94 ‘000 1.4 ~ AL? 27,3 66.0 39 728 
INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES IN PROGRESS, September 94 
Working lays lost “00 — — — 100.0 28,2 - 24.6 - 65.3 
Days lost per "000 employees (year ended Sept. 94) fe, ral - 10! 373.3 75 - 17 -61.9 
BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION 
HOUSING PINANCE, October 94 
Secured commitments to indtviduals for 
Oniginal series 
Constniction of dwellings $in 8.2 - 344 - 14.6 598.3 — 16.8 0.9 
Purchase of new dwellings Sur 20.7 _ 30.2 202.5 -6.1 22.3 
Purchase of established dwellings $m 47.0 - 120 it 2 493.8 - 14 -110 
Total housing commitments Sin 837 -Thi - fA 3 2047 -Th4 -7.5 
Seasonally adjusted series 
Tota! housing commitnents Sen Oe. fh 26) id 35237 . &é ~ 78 
Trend series 
Total Rousing commitments Sat 6 -2.6 - fd 3595.9 -32 -4. 
BUILDING APPROVALS, November 94 
Original series 
Dwelling units no, 178 -S77 - 24.6 15 909 2.0 —3A 
Value of new residential $m 16.5 61.7 — 28.6 1 450.1 76 8.4 
Value of residential alterations and additions $m 54 ~ 22.9 - 15.6 222.3 - 104 12.1 
Value of non-residential $m 38.4 233.9 836.6 730.6 - V5 8.6 
Value of total building Sant oth 3 24 86.0 2 403.0 - 32 && 
Trend series 
Dwelling units ne, 315 1.9 -39.6 15 957 -21 27 
BUILDING COMMENCEMENTS, June gtr 94 
New houses ne, 360 30 - 37.5 33 632 17.2 10,2 
Value of houses commenced Hin 434 47 - 33.9 3170.49 20.6 16.8 
Value of non-residentia) building commenced $m 50.7 — 68.3 — 22.0 2 3225 2.9 20.4% 
Vatue of total commencements Watt 158.5 427 -2hS 7 EF b2 £2.9 18 
PRICE INDEXES 
Established house price mdex, Se 00.0) 132.3 Ll OB 112.6 1.5 48 


TABLE 2. AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY BUSINESS INDICATORS, JANUARY 1995 — continued 


Indicator 


PRICES, WAGES AND CONSUMER SPENDING 


CONSUMER PRICE INDEX, September gir 94 
Food 
Housing 
Transportation 
All groups 


AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS, August gtr 94 
Original series 
Males 
Females 
Total persans 
Trend series 
Males 
Females 
Total persans 


RETAIL TURNOVER, November 94 

Original series 
Food retailing 
Department stores 
Hospitality and services 
AQ other retailing 
Total 

Trend series 
Food retailing 
Department stores 
Hospitality and services 
Al! other retailing 
Total 


TOURISM AND TRANSPORT 
HOTELS, MOTELS AND GUEST HOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, June qtr 94 
Original series 
Room nights 
Takings at cutrent prices 
Fakings at 1989-91) prices 
Seasonally adjusted series 
Room nights 
Takings at current prices 
Takings at 1989 &) prices 
Trend series 
Room nights 
Takings at current prices 
Takings at 1989-90 prices 


NEW MOTOR VEHICLE 
REGISTRATIONS, November 94 
Motor vehicles 
Seasonally adjusted motor vehicles 
Trend motor vehicles 


INTERSTATE ROAD FREIGHT 
MOVEMENT, June qtr 94 
Originating 
Receiving 


AGGREGATE INDICATORS 
STATE ACCOUNTS, September gtr 94 
Original series 
Gross State product at current prices 
State final demand at average 1989-90 prices 
Private final consumption expendilure 
Private gross fixed capital expenditure 
Trend series 
Gross Stale product at current prices 
State final demand at average 1989-90 prices 
Private final consumption expenditure 
Private gross fixed capital expenditure 


Ausirattan Capital Territory Ausiratia 
Change from Change from Change from Change from 
previous same period previous same period 
Latest periad previcus year Latest period previous year 
Unit figure (Fe) {%) figure (%) (%) 

(1989-90 100.0) 

112.3 0.8 2.3 110.4 0.8 1.5 
Oy? 0.4 -0.6 94.9 0.4 — 
119.6 l 2.3 117.0 1.6 34 
FI2G as id ii}. ht ig 
$ 706.80 1.0 5.5 631.80 11 2.2 
$ 300.70 0.9 6.0 421.40 -03 29 
$ 607.20 (3 5.4 536. 26 a8 3.4 
$ 713.60 0.2 5.3 633.80 1.0 2.5 
$ 506.00 2.2 5.5 426.30 1.4 4.0 
$ 606.00 hs 48 539.90 14 34 
$m Lae - LF 4.7 3 614.8 -0.4 6.0 
$m 24.0 34 —0.8 ! QOO8 Tt 4.2 
$m 30.3 7.8 9.0 1 675.8 04 11.4 
Sin 59.1 — 0.5 40 3 257.7 44 3.7 
Spi 182.4 aac) 4.4 9 SHOT Z4 7.2 
Sm 68.4 1.0 5.4 3617.0 0.5 TAR 
$m 233 -O4 3.2 933.8 -0.1 4.8 
bm 272 -L.) oe 1 636.4 0.7 12.3 
Bie 58.4 1.0 3.0 3 100.8 01 6.1 
Sut LP72 RS a7 9 288.0 4 AF 
000 199.2 -2.6 6.5 8 196.9 1.9 64 
$m 172 -i? 8.2 674.5 -4.2 19.2 
$m 15.7 — 9.0 380.7 -Nt R.5 
"p00 207.0 -28 7 8 558.5 0.8 6.5 
$m 17.3 -45 8.8 Wid 2 -0.1 10.3 
3m 15.8 a7 o7 611.9 29 5 
“p00 29.5 -0.1 12.6 § 597.3 1.0 7.2 
$m 177 -t1 9.4 720.1 1.2 11.5 
$m 16.1 a9 609.3 2.6 8.3 
no, 1 106 11.8 -f1.9 55 442 2.0 10.6 
no, 867 -—k4 -7S 51 948 -6.1 7.4 
no. 883 - 1.64 - 133 52 618 9 13.3 
"B00 toanes 102.9 (24.7 133.9 4 663.2 33 6.1 
“00 tonnes 122.4 ~34 -7.6 4663.2 3.4 6.1 
$m 2 315 24 -Ol Lil 038 2.5 78 
$m 3 035 -18 6.6 101 &34 [.3 8.0 
$m 1 343 3.2 2.8 69 191 4.1 7.2 
$m 339 5.9 319 18 709 2.3 18.8 
$m 2 363 i: 5.2 112 075 2.2 ri 
$m 2 997 04 2.8 101 426 1.6 7A 
$m 1 323 0.1 17 68 718 1.5 6.1 
$m 326 79 16.8 18 758 5.2 19.4 


fa) Change shown in terms of pereentege peimts, (b) ACT date 1986-87 = 100.00, Australia 1985-86 = 100.0. 
Source: ABS Catalogue Nos: 3101.0, 5242.0, 5609.0, 6202.0, 6203.0, 6302.0, 6321.0, 6354.0, 6401.0, 6408.0, 6416.0, 8501.0, $634.0, $635.8, 8731.0. 8752.0, 9214.0, 9301.0. 
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TABLE 3. ACT IN RELATION TO THE REST OF AUSTRALIA 


Latest 


indicator Unit period SM Vie. Old SA WA Tas. NT ACT Aust. 
LABOUR FORCE 
Employed persons (trend} “000 Dec. 94p 2697.4 1991.4 1 467.2 645.9 812.2 194.9 Rd 155.1 8 053.8 
Unemployment rate (trend) tp Dec. 4p 87 99 87 10.2 75 LL] 72 75 2.0 
BUILDING APPROVALS 
Dwelling units approved ho. Now, 94 4 589 3101 4 421 1 055 2 149 285 31 178 15 909 
Dwelling units approved ftrend) no. Nov. 94 4 789 2 932 4 232 97) 2 O40 2R4 la? 315 15 957 
Value of non-residential 
building approved Sm Nov. 94 239.1 173.8 148.7 30.2 68.0 18.) 14.4 38.4 730.6 
Value of all buildings approved $m Nov, 94 786.3 5124 543.3 118.3 253.6 2. 34.0 60.3 2 350.8 
ENGINEERING CONSTRUCTION 
Value of engineering construction 
work done $m Sept. qit 94 993.2 5tt.4 Tid 136.1 330.2 335.3 43.1 53.9 2949.6 
AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS 
Full-time adult ordinary time (trend) $ Aug. qtr 94 £44.20 6619.90 585.60 693.60 619.90 S9180 6637.00 720.20 623.20) 
RETAIL TRADE 
Retail turnover (trend) sm Nov. 94 3256.8 2 419 1722.1 698.8 9565 228.7 105.8 177.2 9 28R.0 
HOTELS, MOTELS & GUEST 
HOUSE ACCOMMODATION 
Room nights occupied (trend) “00 June gir 94 2 BOL 1 358300 2 dO 472.0) 791.0 267.9 266.0 7095 8 45973 
NEW MOTOR VEHICLE 
REGISTRATIONS 
Trend no. Now, ¥4 19166 12 181 9 FRO 3 343 5 438 1 251 567 #832 618 
Syd. Melb, Bris Adel. Perth Robart Darwin Canberra Aust. 
CONSUMER PRICE INDEX 
(1989-90 100.0) 
Food Sept gtr 94 110.2 108.6 110.7 114.5 lie 113.9 112.8 112.3 110.4 
Housing Sept. git 94 96.8 92.7 101.1 92.4 88.5 94.8 105.3 99.7 94.9 
Transportation Sept. qtr 94 118.3 118.4 115.8 119.6 117.9 113.9 114.9 119.6 117.0 
Ail Groups Sept. qtr 94 1.0 112.2 112.5 114.9 110.1 113.3 113.0 112.6 LiLo 
Average retail prices (cents) 
Milk, carton, supermarket sates 1 litre Sepl. qtr 94 104.0 166.0 107.0 LOL. 105.0 115.0 94.0 106.0 na 
Bread, white loaf, sliced, 
supermarket sales 680 ¢ Sept. gtr 94 163.0 154.0 145.0 125.0) 139.0 160.0 170.0 165.0 na 
Beef, rump steak Il kg Sept. gir 94 7257.0 LINO 11470 11800 1057.0 10750 1287.0 1 105.0 11a 
Chicken. frozen I kg Sept. gtr 94 275.0 335.0 271.0 325.0 316.4) 339.0 358.0 253.0 Ta. 
Potatoes 1 kg Sept. ytr 94 68.0 70.0 76.0 60.0 115.0 70.0 85.0 73.0 na 
Coffee, instant 150 ¢ jar Sept. qtr 94 3740 303.0 407.0 $12.0 460.0 499.0 $56.0 439.0 Tha. 
Scotch nip, public bar 30 ml Sepl. qtr 94 297.0 254.0 237.0 311.0 356.0 204.0 285.0 268.0) fa 
Private motoring -- petrol, 
leaded | lire Sept. gir 94 70. t HO 62.2 rare 713 76.3 F48 74S na. 
Private motoring — petrol, 
unleaded 1 litte Sept. gir 94 68.4 68.3 60.5 69.7 69.8 74.7 73.3 719 Td 
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TABLE 4. ACT IN RELATION TO TIE REST OF AUSTRALIA — PERCENTAGE CHANGES 


Latest 
Indicator period NSW Vie. Old SA WA Fas. NT ACT Aust. 
LABOUR FORCE 
Employed persons {trend} Dec. 4p 0.3 ; 0.3 -01 04 0.1 19 0.1 0.2 
Unemployment rale (trend}(a) Dec. 94p -O1 -0.4 0.2 Ol -01.2 0.1 0.2 — ~ Ol 
BUILDING APPROVALS 
Dwelling unils approved Nov, 94 -0.4 —28 5.5 31.2 14.4 — 13.6 - 24.7 —57.7 2.0 
Dwelling units approved (trend) Nov. 94 -44 0.3 -3.3 — 4.0 — 14 -34 — La -2.1 
Value of non-residential 
building approved Nov, 94 14.2 — 50.0) - 30.4 11 13.0 94.6 88.2 233.9 - VA 
Value of all buildings approved Nov. 94 6.1 -27.) -#.4 247 15.2 9.5 17.2 ~2] 5.3 
ENGINEERING CONSTRUCTION 
Value of engineering construction 
work done Sept. gu 94 - - 20.1 — 24.2 2.5 21.8 - 29.8 — 50.2 a5 28.0 — 17.) 
AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS 
Futl-time adult ordinary time (irend) Ang. qu 94 LS 11 05 0.6 (0 01 4 0.9 1.1 
RETAIL TRADE 
Retail turnover (irend) Nov, 94 1 n4 O45 OL? O.6 -{L5 1.9 0.5 04 
HOVELS, MOTELS & GUEST 
HOUSE ACCOMMODATION 
Room nights occupied (trend) June gir 94 0.4 hg 0,8 -04 3.6 3.0 -2.9 -O.1 1.0 
NEW MOTOR VEHICLE 
REGISTRATIONS 
Trend Nov. 94 0.7 11 1.6 - 0.5 lJ 0.6 1.6 1.6 0.9 
Syd. Melb. Bris. Adel. Perth {fobart Darwin Canberra Aust. 
CONSUMER PRICE [INDEX 
(1989-90= 100.0) 
Food Sept. yir 94 0.7 0.6 9.5 1.3 1.5 LS -0.3 0.8 0.8 
Housing Sept. qtr 94 0.9 n.3 04 0.5 O8 0.6 0.8 4 0.5 
Transportation Sept. qir 94 2.3 0.8 1.8 0.9 1.6 1.0 09 1.5 1.6 
All Groups Sept. qlr 94 0.9 0,2 0.9 0.4 0.9 0.8 0.5 0.5 0.6 
Average retail prices (cents) 
Milk, carton, supermarket sales Sept. gtr 94 2.0 19 1.4 4] mu 44 — aR nha. 
Bread, white foal, sliced, 
supermarket sales Sept. qtr 94 -18 0.7 OF -O8 12.1 39 1.2 -1.2 Tak. 
Beef, rump steak Sept. gu 94 - 2.0 0.8 -0.4 14 0.8 20 3.3 3.1 na. 
Chicken, frozen Sept. gtr 94 - 6.8 3.7 -Itf -12 -~Lé -75 —_— -O3 Ta. 
Potatoes Sept. qtr 94 - 8.1 + At -4.8 16.2 -9.] 49 15.9 na 
Coffee, instant Sept. gtr 94 16.7 17.5 4.4 33.3 167 25 18.6 1.6 na. 
Scotch nip, public bar Sept. gtr 94 17 — -— i6 -25 -10 [8 0.8 na. 
Private motoring --. petrol, leaded Sept. gir 94 2.0 0.3 0.6 1] 2.9 15 1) 2.2 na. 
Private motoring -—— petrol, unleaded Sept. gtr 94 1.0 1.3 - 0.5 0.1 2.2 0.4 0.7 1.4 na. 


(a) Change shown in terns of percentage pernts. 


Note: Figures in the above tabtes are cither preliminary, final or revised to previously published Rgures. Users should check the latest relevant publication or with ABS Information 


Services if the status of the statistic is important. Symbols used in this publication — nil or rounded to sete, na. - not available; p - preliminary data; a.p. — not available for 
publication, 

Produced by the Australian Government Publishing Service 

© Commonwealth of Australia 1995 


2130380001958 


ISSN 1320-808X 
Recommended retail price: $10.00 


